[bookmark: _GoBack][image: h:\pg9.jpg]
image1.jpeg
Be a

Backyard
Scientist!

Wonders await your child in the outdoors. from the clouds above to

the worms below. Head to your backyard or a park for some science

adventures, and get ready to observe, experiment, and explore together.

Plants and trees

Plant needs

Show your child how light
affects plants. This project will also
teach her o set up a simple sci-
ence experiment.

Cut the tops off two milk car-
tons. Let your youngster fill them
% of the way with soil. Plant four
bean seeds in each carton. and cover
with just enough soil to completely cover them. Water just
enough to moisten the dirr. Have her put cne planter in a
sunny spot (in the yard. on a windowsill) and ancther in a
shady spot ourdoors or indoors.

Then, help her create a two-column chart to measure the
seeds’ growth. On a small poster board, she can draw a seed
in each column and a ruler next to each. Help her use a real
ruler to mark inches on her picture. First, check each day to
see which pot’s seeds sprout first. Then, every few days, have
her measure her plants, record their height on the chart, and
draw any changes she sees (stem, leaves). Help her compare
the ones that received sunlight with the ones that didn't

Why did the plants in the sun grow
taller? You can explain that plants use
sunlight to make food. And they need
food to grow, just as your youngster
does.

Tree diagram

Ask your child to choose his favor-
ite tree in your yard or the park. Give
him paper and crayons to draw it, and
help him label the roets. trunk, and
leaves
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As he sketches, point out the role of each part. Show him
the roots poking through the ground and explain that the
roots of a tree soak up water and store food. Compare the
trunk to a straw that carries the water to the branches and
leaves, just like your youngster sucks through a straw to get
juice into his mouth. He can learn about bark by adding a
bark rubbing to his drawing, Have him press his paper to the
trunk and lightly rub with the side of a brown crayon. The
rough texture of the bark will appear on the paper.

Finally. talk about how leaves come in all shapes and sizes.
Let your child know that leaves help make food for the tree,
and they also give us shade.

Evergreen or not?

Deciduous trees (maple, elm) lose their leaves in the winter.
and evergreens (pine. spruce) keep them. This experiment
shows your youngster why.

Some evergreens, like pines and firs. have sharp leaves
called needles. (Be careful not to rouch their tipst) Others,
like magnolias, have wide ones. But no matter what the
shape, all evergreen leaves have something in common: a
waxy, waterproof coating.

To see how the coating works, ask your child to cur owo
leaf shapes from green paper and spray them with water until
they're slightly damp. Have him tape

wax paper avound ane and leave the

other bare. Lay them in the sun for
a couple of hours. What happens?
(The bare paper leaf dries out, but
the protected one stays wet.)

In winter, there’s less water in
the ground for trees to “drink.”
The deciduous leaves dry cut and
fall to the ground. But the water-
proof coat on evergreen leaves
keeps the water inside so they
stay green.
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